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Lords Cricket Ground Tour

48 members and guests visited Lords Cricket 

Ground based in Central London, which is 

famous for being the home of both Middlesex 

and English Cricket.  

The group had a very interesting and 

insightful tour of the stadium with plenty of 

highlights. This included the Lords Honours 

Boards, where we were able to admire and 

celebrate the achievements of cricketers at 

the ground for both domestic and 

international matches. The boards listed 

names of famous cricketers both past and 

present, such as Ian Botham and Andrew 

Strauss. This was certainly interesting as some 

members recognized the names and were 

able to share memories of them to the rest of 

the group. 

We also saw the famous Ashes urn, which 

consists of the ashes of a bail (on top of a 

stump) from the first international test match 

between England and Australia in 1882-1883. 

We were very interested in this and were 

surprised by the fact that it is just 15cm in 

size. Seeing the original urn was also reflective 

of the fact that 2015 is an Ashes year, with the 

series being held in England in the summer 

months of July and August. 

 

 

 

 

 

L-R: Lyn Smith, Angela Wells, Wendy Brodie, 

Ros Enright, and Pam Hambury-Hirst 

 

 

Photograph of view from JP Morgan Media 

Centre. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

As we had visited Lords just two days after a 

big England test match victory against New 

Zealand, we were surprised by the 

immaculate condition of the pitch; even 

watching the grounds men preparing the pitch 

for the next match was interesting as many 

members had not seen this process before.  

The dressing rooms were also a highlight as 

we were able to see where many famous 

cricketers had prepared for matches and to 

give our members a rare insight into the 

preparations for matches. 

 

 

Members at the high tea at the Lord 

Taverner’s restaurant. 

 

The Chairman Brigadier Peter Sincock holding 

the Ashes Urn. 

                     

 

 
 

John Rice in the home dressing room on the 

same seat that England all-rounder Ben Stokes 

was sitting in just two days previously whilst 

celebrating hitting the fastest test match 

century at Lords. 

The finale of the tour was a visit to the JP 

Morgan Media Centre, which is often the 

location for media coverage during matches 

and other events at Lords. This was a 

particular highlight of our tour as this is where 

many members were able to reminisce about 

their previous memories, including certain 

matches, their favourite cricketers and also 

commentators.  

We concluded our tour of Lords with a lovely 

meal at the Lord Taverner’s restaurant, where 

the food, drink and talk continued into the 

early summer evening.  A lovely day was had 

by all.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ambassador’s Reception 
 

On 1st June 2015 the Ambassador of the 

Kingdom of Bahrain, HE Alice Samaan 

kindly hosted a reception for the Society’s 

Members at the Jumeirah Hotel, London. 

The Ambassador and her team made sure 

that we had the best of Bahraini 

hospitality with delicious food and 

beverages.  It was a wonderful 

opportunity for Members from all over 

the country to catch up with old friends 

and make new acquaintances. 

 

The following photographs show some of 

our Members who enjoyed the Bahraini 

hospitality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Dinner 
 
The highlight of the Society’s social 

calendar is the Annual Dinner.  This year 

it will take place on Monday 23
rd

 

November 2015 at the Army and Navy 

club, Pall Mall, London. His Excellency 

Sheikh Rashed bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, 

Minister of the Interior of the Kingdom 

of Bahrain will be the senior guest at our 

Dinner. 

 

 



 

Farewell to Ambassador           

Alice Samaan 

 
On 8

th
 July our Chairman Brigadier Peter 

Sincock bade farewell on behalf of the Bahrain 

Society to Ambassador Alice   Samaan who is 

returning to Bahrain. 

  

Since her arrival in England in 

2011 Ambassador Samaan has been a very 

good friend to the Bahrain Society, we have 

enjoyed her most generous hospitality and 

kindness on many occasions.We send our best 

wishes to her and wish her every success in 

her next assignment. 

  

 Membership Numbers 
 
The membership number stands at 338. Forty-

eight members received their newsletters and 

correspondence by Royal Mail whilst the 

remaining members receive their copies by 

email. This makes a difference to the postage 

costs. If you have any queries about 

membership please contact the membership 

secretary Bob Cowell by telephone on 01483 

770 896 or by emailing 

bahrainsociety@robertcowell.co.uk. 

 

Society Donation 
 

Earlier this year, Peter Sincock and his wife 

Ginnie visited Bahrain to see the ongoing 

work of the Alia Children’s School for Children 

with Learning & Behavioral difficulties.  

During the visit Peter presented a cheque on 

behalf of the Society to Shekiha Rania bint Ali 

Abdulla al Khalifa to help them further the 

amazing job they are doing at the school. They 

also worked with some of the children whilst 

visiting the school. It was an amazing place 

and the Sheikha is doing a wonderful job 

 
Peter presenting the cheque from the Society 

to Shekiha Rania bint Ali Abdulla al Khalifa at 

the Alia Children's  School 

  

 
Peter and Ginnie Sincock with some of the 

children - who certainly are a handful! 

Obituary 

 
It is with sadness that we record the death of 

one of our most stalwart members Ursula 

Glass, who died on the 22nd May 2015 aged 

86.  Ursula was a great supporter of the 

Society and with her friend Enid McNeill they 

told us many tales of their lives when they 

were out in Bahrain in the 1950s working as 

Scientific Officers with BAPCO.  We will miss 

her at our many social events particularly the 

annual Ambassador’s reception.  We extend 

our sympathies to Enid. 

 

  



Awali Reunion 

Article by Peter Francis 

 

173 old and not so young ex Awalites 

gathered on 26 -28 June at the Bristol 

Marriott Royal Hotel. A number had travelled 

from all over the World, with one common 

reason; all had lived in Awali during the 1950s 

through 1980s, some as employees of Bapco 

and many others as children, some of whom 

had been born in Awali and others who had 

spent their school days and teen years there. 

 

Friendships were renewed some after a gap of 

40 plus years, aided by prominent nametags! 

An exhibition of memorabilia brought back 

memories of shared experiences of the 

unique and with hindsight magical years spent 

in Bahrain. The organizers went to great 

lengths to recreate the Awali experience with 

such features as a curry meal based on that 

served at Friday lunch at Bapco Club. 

 

The Gala dinner was the highlight of the 

weekend and featured a wall sized screen on 

which were displayed ancient slides and more 

modern videos of the remembered life in 

Bahrain and particularly Awali. The dinner was 

graced by Hayfa Matar the Bahrain Deputy 

Ambassador, who spoke of the cordial 

relationship that has long existed between 

Bahrain and Britain and heartened by the 

expressions of warmth and affection shown 

for Bahrain by past expatriates 

Don Hepburn former Bapco CEO, via a 

recorded video link from his home in New 

York gave a vivid and moving address, 

expressing how lucky we had all been to have 

spent some time in Bahrain and reminded us 

of our shared experiences and lifetime 

friendships that had been forged while in 

Awali. 

 

An unforgettable weekend, with our grateful 

thanks to the principal organizers Helena 

Bould (nee Weaver) and Charles Peter, who 

with the aid of modern communications had 

managed everything from the USA! 

Along with the much appreciated 

contributions from many others. 

 

 

 

 
Jackie Offenbach (nee Annesley), Gillian 

Gardiner (nee McAinsh) and Edwina Stratford 

(nee Woodhouse), looking at a display of 

Awali Memorabilia. 

 
Table photo from left to right Tricia Green 

(nee Brown), Gillian Gardiner (nee McAinsh), 

Bob Phillips, Sally Chapman (nee Annesley), 

Sam Bould, Heather Syme, Clare Robinson  

 

Contributions 

 
Contributions for the newsletter and 

suggestions for events, speakers etc. would be 

welcomed by your committee 

Please contact Laurel Winter on telephone 

number:  01223 844471 or email:   

laurel.winter@ntlworld.com 



 

 

 

Guess Who… 
Article by Enid Billington 

 
I recently found myself sitting at lunch 

alongside a recent neighbour of mine at the 

flower club I attend. During the course of 

conversation my neighbour commented on a 

beautiful  picture I had in my old house.  

Whilst relating the history of the picture (a 

print), I said I had been with a student of mine 

in Bahrain when it was given to me. "I have 

been to Bahrain" she commented, my brother 

worked out there.  "Who did he work ?" for I 

asked, she couldn't remember but added he 

was an accountant.  I asked his name Fletcher 

- gosh that must be   "Derek who lives in 

Monaco was a keen member of the Manama 

sailing club and is a member of the Bahrain 

Society" I said. 

 

I remembered Derek when he was working 

with Whinney Murray, and him helping me 

with James Belgraves boat when James 

returned to UK on leave. What a small world 

we live in. 

 

 

Calling all of the former 

members of the British 

Club in Bahrain 

 
The British club is 80 this year! I have been 

contacted by the Club Secretary who is keen 

on collecting pictures of the Club through the 

ages.  If you have any please could you scan 

and send them to Joan Martin, 

secretary@britishclubbahrain.com adding 

date /occasion where possible their photo 

archive really needs your help. 
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Forthcoming Events 
• • • 

Monday 14th September 2015 – Private 

tour of the Royal Opera House, Covent 

Gardens, London.   

Monday 23rd November 2015 Annual 

Dinner. 

Monday 18th January 2016 – Annual 

General Meeting to be held at the Oxford 

and Cambridge club, London. 

May 2016 – Proposed Society visit to 

Bahrain. 


